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doah," although he did not believe the play was yet in
shape for success. After the performance he asked
Mr. Field if he could get the rights. Field replied:

"Abbey, French, and Palmer have options on it.
If they don't want it you can have it.'*

Frohman returned to New York the next day, and even
before he had seen Bronson Howard he looked up his
friend Charles Burnham, then manager of the Star
Theater, and asked him to save him some time.

Frohman now went to see Howard, who then lived
at Stamford. He expressed his great desire for the
play and then went on to say:

"You are a very great dramatist, Mr. Howard, and
I am only a theatrical manager, but I think I can see
where a possible improvement might be made in the
play. For one thing, I think two acts should be merged
into one, and I don't think you have made enough out
of Sheridan's ride."

When he had finished, Howard spoke up warmly and
said, "Mr. Frohman, you are right, and I shall be very
glad to adopt your suggestions."

The very changes that Howard made in the play were
the ones that helped to make it a great success, as he
was afterward frank enough to admit.

Frohman now made a contract for the play and went
to Burnham to book time. Burnham, meanwhile, had
been to Boston to see the play, and he said:

"I saved six weeks for you at the Star for 'Shenan-
doah."1

From the very beginning of his association with
"Shenandoah" Charles Frohman had an instinct that
the play would be a success. He now dedicated him-
self to its production with characteristic energy.
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